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If we put aside ideological biases about Academic Mathematics and look into the 

close relations between mathematics and culture, we can understand the thoughts and feelings 

of peoples. Historians and also educators often use academic sources as their guide. Yet, 

nostalgia, disenchantment, repentance and the tricks of daily life are ignored. 

To work around these issues, we must rely less on academic sources and more on the 

voices of the invisible, some recorded in artifacts, other in relation to traditions and even 

others in sparse writings and correspondence, diaries and popular periodicals and almanacs. 

So we can see many men and women reacting to events in their daily life, to the socio-

cultural conditions they live in and to both natural phenomena and what has been created by 

humans in response to their unique sociocultural contexts. This is a possibility for capturing 

the creative flow of the common man. 

The editors were successful in putting together 8 papers written by active researchers 

from different places and covering practically all the regions of Brazil. In these papers, the 

authors discuss many strands of research in ethnomathematics, some typical to the local 

communities where they live and work, and also theoretical issues, such as political-

epistemological bases of Ethnomathematics and its relation to Philosophy of Differences. 

This opens new directions for research.  
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Thus, here you see a range of themes that go from the pedagogical action and arts to 

philosophical discussions of ethnomathematics. This is a rich contribution to the broad theme 

of Mathematics and Culture. 
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